
Daytime television has
Oprah, Ellen and the ladies
from “The View.”

The creator of a new
Web-based talk show says
her program gives Latinas a
voice they’ve never had on
mainstream television.

“Let’s Talk,” which
launched this summer at la-
tinheat.com, is the creation
of Bel Hernandez, publisher
of Latin Heat, a print and
online magazine that show-
cases Latinos in entertain-
ment and pop culture.

“We felt there was a need
for a Latina voice, a Latina
perspective that hadn’t been
heard,” says Hernandez,
who executive produces and
co-hosts the 15-minute talk
show that aims to explore
culturally relevant topics for
all audiences.

“Our target audience is
Latinas, but our content has
universal appeal,” she says.
The show’s English-lan-
guage title was purposely
chosen so as not to alienate
potential viewers, Hernan-
dez says.

“We want to appeal to the

English-language market as
a whole, not just Latinas,”
says Hernandez, who is
joined on the show by ac-
tress Marabina Jaimes (for-
mer host of the children’s
show ‘Storytime’), actress
Dyana Ortelli (Irene in
2000’s “Luminarias”) and
actress Kikey Castillo (“Al-
pha Dog”).

Hernandez says the
show’s hosts were chosen to
represent different view-
points on topics, which have
included an interview with
the maker of a line of
“Wise Latina” T-shirts.

Upcoming stories include
ones on hate crimes and the
zumba fitness craze.

The idea for “Let’s Talk”
started two years ago when
Ortelli approached longtime
friend Hernandez with the
idea for a talk show. 

“The one thing missing
in the nation’s conversation
is the Latina voice and
that’s where we come in.
We want to be part of the
dialogue,” co-host Jaimes
says in a news release for
the show.

Episodes of “Let’s Talk”
can be viewed online at la-
tinheat.com.

‘Let’s Talk’ hosts (from left) include Marabina Jaimes, Kikey Castillo,
Dyana Ortelli and Bel Hernandez, who is also the show’s creator.
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Filmmaker Angela
Torres Camarena first read
about Sergia Santibañez in
an Austin newspaper.

The story of a mother of
five who was deported to
her native Mexico despite
being a legal U.S. resident
angered Camarena into ac-
tion.

“I thought it was outra-
geous,” says the Austin-
based filmmaker. “I wanted
others to know about this,
about what’s happening
with our immigration laws
that a law-abiding person
would be deported.”

“Exiled in America,” a
10-minute documentary by

Camarena, a graduate stu-
dent at the University of
Texas at Austin, tells the
story of Santibañez, her
2007 deportation and her
five children’s struggle to
maintain a life in Texas.

Camarena’s film, her
first formally completed
work, will screen at 6 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 5, at the Es-
peranza Peace and Justice
Center, 922 San Pedro Ave.,
as part of its annual Cine-

Mujer International Film
Festival. The three-day fes-
tival kicks off Friday, Sept.
4, at Santikos Bijou at
Crossroads, 4522 Freder-
icksburg Road, with a
screening of the 2008 fea-
ture film “Lemon Tree”
and the short films “Daggit
Gaza” and “People Not
Places.”

Santibañez, a former fac-
tory worker who started an
informal taxi business to

help support her family,
spent more than a year in
a federal detention center
before being deported to
Mexico.

She was arrested in 2004
after the van she was driv-
ing was involved in a traffic
accident.

Santibañez was charged
with transporting undocu-
mented residents when po-
lice at the scene deter-
mined some of the passen-
gers in her van were
undocumented immigrants.

The Mexican-born Ca-
marena, 26, filmed inter-
views with Santibañez’s
children in Austin in 2008.
Santibañez can be heard
on the phone with some of
her children. 

“I hope people realize
there really is a strong
need for immigration re-
form,” she says. “I hope this
urges people to take ac-
tion.”

Luissana Santibañez, of Austin, and her family are featured in ‘Exiled in America,’ a documentary about immigration policies. 
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Catch it!
What: CineMujer
International Film Festival, a
three-day festival featuring
works by and about women,
discussions with filmmakers
and live musical
performances

When: Friday, Sept.
4-Sunday, Sept. 6

Where: Opening night kicks
off at 7 p.m. at Santikos
Bijou at Crossroads, 4522

Fredericksburg Road; other
screenings take place at
Esperanza Peace and Justice
Center, 922 San Pedro Ave.

How much: Tickets cost $3
to $9; advance opening
night tickets available
through Thursday, Sept. 3.

For more: Visit
esperanzacenter.org or call
(210) 228-0201


